Manitobans expect political leadership on Lake Winnipeg: poll
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With the provincial election just one week away, a new poll reinforces the importance of Lake Winnipeg to all Manitobans.
The online survey of 882 Manitobans was conducted by Probe Research Inc. for the Lake Winnipeg Foundation (LWF). Among the ﬁndings:
94% of Manitobans agree Lake Winnipeg is worth protecting
91% agree the health of lakes and rivers is very important to the quality of life in Manitoba
80% agree that Lake Winnipeg is one of Manitoba’s most important natural resources
“We are not surprised by these numbers. They reinforce what I think all Manitobans already know: the health of Lake Winnipeg matters a great deal to
Manitoba families,” says Alexis Kanu, executive director of LWF. “Manitobans have a chance to speak out in the upcoming election – and we hope they use
their voices to speak for Lake Winnipeg, and for all the lakes and rivers across our province."
Manitobans will head to the polls on April 19 and no matter who they plan to vote for, they expect Manitoba’s next government to lead the charge in
improving the health of Lake Winnipeg.
More than three quarters (79%) of Manitobans agree that addressing Lake Winnipeg’s problems requires strong political leadership. This number includes
81% of those who intend to vote for the Progressive Conservative Party of Manitoba, 92% of those who intend to vote for the New Democratic Party and
72% of those who intend to vote for the Manitoba Liberals.
Three quarters (74%) of Manitobans told Probe they hope the next provincial government will put a high priority on addressing Lake Winnipeg’s problems.
This ﬁgure jumped to 81% among those aged 55+, the demographic most likely to vote in elections.
When asked about speciﬁc provincial measures to restore the health of Lake Winnipeg, Manitobans prioritized improvements to civic wastewater
treatment and protections for threatened wetlands.
88% of Manitobans favour requiring the City of Winnipeg to take immediate action to upgrade its sewage treatment facilities
83% of Manitobans favour the enforcement of strict regulations to prevent further destruction of wetlands by agricultural operations
Both measures are key components of LWF’s ﬂagship initiative, the Lake Winnipeg Health Plan, which identiﬁes eight sector-speciﬁc actions to reduce the
amount of algae-causing phosphorus ﬂowing into the lake from across its large watershed.
Wastewater treatment and wetland protection are also two topics addressed in an election survey that LWF sent to all political party headquarters and to
all Manitoba election candidates. Highlights from party responses include:

Acknowledgment by the NDP of the need for immediate action to remove phosphorus from Winnipeg’s wastewater
Recognition by the Progressive Conservatives that Lake Winnipeg is a cross-cutting ﬁle that requires an integrated approach across multiple
provincial departments and increased ﬁnancial investment
Commitments by the Green Party and the Liberal Party to work in collaboration with Manitoba’s academic community to develop a
comprehensive water-quality monitoring program
Agreement by all four parties on the critical importance of protecting Manitoba’s threatened wetlands in order to protect our water quality
All responses have been posted on LWF’s website.
“Citizens have made it clear: Lake Winnipeg must be a priority of Manitoba’s next government,” Kanu says. “LWF looks forward to working collaboratively
with our province’s new leadership towards a clean, healthy Lake Winnipeg and watershed – now and for future generations.”
Probe Research surveyed 882 Manitobans online between March 28 and April 5, 2016. The sample was provided by Probe Research’s proprietary panel
and supplemented with those from a reputable national panel provider.
As an online survey is a sample of convenience, no margin-of-error can be ascribed. However, a random and representative non-convenience sample of
882 adults would have a margin of error of ± 3.3 percentage points, 19 times out of 20.
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